
2016 Tennessee Conference on Volunteerism and Service-Learning 

Youth Track: Students Shaping Service 

February 28-29  
https://www.tn.gov/finance/article/vt-tcvsl 

Goals 
• Provide a space and time for Tennessee youth to engage in conversation about service-learning  
• Allow like-minded students to connect with peers who are working towards similar objectives 

• Allow students to network with one another and larger volunteer organizations 

• Create a forum with opportunities to share individual projects and discuss larger issues 

Details 
• The Youth Track will happen simultaneously with the larger conference. Students following the 

Youth Track should expect to learn about the practice of service by both sharing and listening to 
peers with a variety of experience. Student-led workshops will be followed by student-hosted panels 
and discussion circles for individuals to critique current endeavors as well as develop broad-reaching 
ideas. The Youth Track will only be the first two days of the conference, but students are welcome to 
attend the third day of the conference if they so desire.  

• Each workshop will feature a student presenter whose service involvement exemplifies the theme of 
that session. Students interested in hosting a workshop should have experience in a specific realm of 
service and be excited to share their knowledge and experience in an interactive and informative 
manner.  

• The panel/discussion sessions that follow each workshop will alternate between the following 
formats: 

a. Q&A with a panel of students who have worked on projects that involve the theme of the 
workshop → audience members can ask general questions about the theme or questions 
specific to the workshop leader’s presentation 

b. A panel of students that have ideas or are in the developing stages of projects that relate to 
the theme → the panel members briefly explain their ideas and based off of that and then 
audience members discuss ways to develop and advance the panelists’ projects using the 
information and tools that they just learned in the workshop 

• Primary workshop presenters may attend the conference free of charge. The cost of attendance at the 
overall conference (Monday-Tuesday) is $100 per person, but if you plan on only attending the youth 
track (Sunday-Monday) or if you are chosen as a panel member, select the youth scholarship option 
on the registration page to apply for a fee waiver. State Farm Insurance is working with Volunteer 
Tennessee to help ensure that cost of attendance doesn’t inhibit interested students from attending 
the conference. State Farm has a limited number of grants available, so register soon!  

• The deadline for workshop or panel applications is January 22nd  
• The deadline for conference registration is February 1st 

 
Workshop themes 
 
Each of the workshops will be centered around one of these themes: 
 
1. Community Partnerships 
This workshop focuses on the way that institutions - schools, organizations, and groups - interact within their 
communities. This can pertain to forming and establishing relationships or maintaining and strengthening 
them. Presenters for this workshop should have experience working with different groups in a community, and should address the 
importance of reciprocity and relationship building between communities.  
2. Mentoring relationships  
Mentoring can take many different forms, but this workshop focuses on the importance of one-on-one 
relationships. Why and how do they work? How can they be the most successful? Presenters for this workshop 
should have experience with one-on-one mentor/mentee relationships and should be able to explain the relevance and benefits of 
human-to-human learning, especially in a technology-reliant society.  



 
3. Integrated Learning 
Where is the place of service in a high school curriculum? How does the idea of service learning apply to high 
school education? These are questions that the integrated learning workshop will answer. The workshop will 
focus on the way in which service can be integrated into traditional high school subjects and how it can be an 
additional subject. Presenters should address relevant skills that service teaches as well as potential ways for service to become a 
part of the classroom.  
4. Meaningful Service 
What does it take to achieve meaningful service? How can service "projects" become more meaningful and 
last longer? What is the difference between service “projects” and “endeavors.” How can we ensure that we 
are addressing genuine needs in our community? This workshop will focus on the importance of the deeper 
meaning of service work and how a well-rounded understanding of service changes one's experience.Presenters 
should address reasons why service is important in our society today, ways to emphasize the importance of service, and/or how to 
assess and respond to the needs in a community? 
 
5. Cultural Awareness 
How much do you know about the lives of people outside of your immediate circles? Today more than ever, 
it is important that we know not only how to acknowledge, but also how to learn about the different cultures 
around us. What does it mean to be diverse? What are ways in which we can assess our diversity and learn 
more about it? Presenters should address what it means to be able to navigate across cultures in our society today and ways in 
which we can learn to do this successfully. 
 
Brief outline of schedule (Times subject to change) 
Sunday, February 28 
2:30 - 3:00pm   Check in for students 
3:00 - 3:45pm   Intro/kickoff session with all youth 
4:00 - 4:30pm   Workshop #1 (Community Partnerships) 
4:35 - 5:05pm  Discussion/panel regarding workshop 
5:15 - 6:00pm   Speaker to launch the youth track  
 
Monday, February 29 
Time TBD   Breakfast 
10:00 - 10:30am  Workshop #2 (Mentoring relationships) 
10:35 - 11:05am  Discussion/panel regarding workshop 
11:15 - 11:45am  Workshop #3 (Integrated learning) 
11:50 - 12:20pm  Discussion/panel regarding workshop 
12:20 - 1:00pm   Lunch 
1:00 - 1:30pm   Workshop #4 (Meaningful service) 
1:35 - 2:05pm   Discussion/panel regarding workshop 
2:15 - 2:45pm   Workshop #5 (Cultural awareness) 
2:50 - 3:20pm   Discussion/panel regarding workshop 
3:40 - 4:30pm   TBD 
4:35 - 5:00pm   Closing session/Reflection 
 
Ready to register to attend? 
http://tinyurl.com/attendTCVSL  
 
Ready to apply to present a workshop or become a panel member? 
http://tinyurl.com/applyTCVSL  
 
More Questions? 
Contact: Kate Tanner (kathryntanner16@email.usn.org), Sydney Robbins (sydneyrobbins16@email.usn.org), 
or Michael Francis (michael.francis@tn.gov) 
 


